CHAPTER 12
NUISANCES

ARTICLE I
NUISANCES DEFINED
Section 1: Generally
It shall be unlawful for any person, company, entity, or corporation, to keep, or maintain, or
permit upon their property, or property under their control, or upon any public property within
the City any nuisance at common or statutory law, or defined in this Chapter.
Section 2: Definitions, Prohibited
Whatever is dangerous to human health, whatever renders the ground, the water, the air, or food
a hazard or an injury to human health, and the following specific acts, conditions and things are
hereby declared to constitute nuisances:
.
Abandoned Property. Property of any kind abandoned or remaining for more than 48
hours in any street, alley or public place in the City; or same property in vicinity of or
upon private property against which a complaint has been lodged to the City.
---.

Bonfires. Burning, causing or permitting to be burned in any street, alley, public ground,
or any private property any dirt, filth, manure, garbage, sweepings, leaves, ashes, paper,
rubbish, or material of any kind. Bonfires do not include burning wood, charcoal, and
other incidental materials within a fire pit for recreational or food preparatory purposes,
or as deemed appropriate by the City Council.
Breeding Places for Flies. The accumulation of manure, garbage, or anything whatever
in which flies breed.
Breeding Places for Mosquitoes. The accumulation of old tires, buckets and pails, and
any other structure or items holding stagnant water in. which mosquitoes are likely to
breed.
Breeding Places for Rodents. Accumulation of junk, iron, automobiles or parts thereof,
or anything whatever in which rodents may live, breed or accumulate. Junk is defined to
mean old ferrous or non ferrous metals, old cordage, ropes, fabrics, old rubber or old
bottles or other glass, bones, wastepaper and other waste or discarded materials which
may be prepared to use again in some other form, but "junk" shall not include materials
or objects accumulated by a person as by-products, waste, or scraps from the operation of
his own business, or materials or objects held and used by a manufacturer as an integral
part of his own manufacturing process.
Dead Animals. For the owner of a dead animal to not dispose of it within twenty-four
hours after its death.
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Debris. Any trash, refuse, waste, or dysfunctional article, item, or structure, and any
fragments, parts, or scattered remains of something destroyed or damaged, whether of an
organic or inorganic nature
Garbage and Refuse. Depositing, maintaining, or permitting to be maintained or to
accumulate upon any public or private property, any household waste water, sewage,
garbage, tin cans, offal, or excrement, any decayed fruit, vegetables, fish, meat, or bones
or any foul, putrid, or obnoxious liquid substance.
Garbage Handled Improperly. Throwing or letting fall on or permitting to remain on
any street, alley, or public ground any manure, garbage, rubbish, filth, fuel, or wood
while engaged in handling or removing any such substance.
Impure Water. Any well or other supply of water used for drinking or household
purposes which is polluted or which is so constructed or situated that it may become
polluted.
Junked Vehicles. Any motor vehicle, the condition of which is wrecked, dismantled,
partially dismantled, inoperative, abandoned, or discarded. See Section 3 for further
details.
Manure. The accumulation of manure, unless it is a properly constructed fly-proof pit,
bin or box.
Parking Livestock Trucks or Trailers in Residential Districts. Parking or permitting
livestock trucks or trailers to remain on any street, area, or public ground in a residential
district where such truck or trailer gives off an offensive odor or is contaminated with
manure or other filth.
Privies arid Cesspools. Erecting or maintaining any privy or cesspool.
Stagnant Water. Any excavation in which stagnant water is permitted to collect.
Undressed Hides. Undressed hides kept longer than twenty-four hours, except at the
place where they are to be manufactured, or in a storeroom, or basement whose
construction is approved by the State Health Department.
Weeds. Permitting weeds to grow to maturity on any private property, including vacant
lots. This includes noxious weeds such as: ragweed, pigweed, nettle, all thistles,
sunflower, cheat grass, field bindweed (creeping jenny), foxtail (pigeon grass), and
dandelions; further, all neglected grasses or vegetation of any description allowed to
grow to such a length so as to harbor rodents, insects, or reptiles.
Authority: SDCL 9-29-13; See also SDCL 9-32-10
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Section 3: Abandoned or Junked Vehicles and Property
A. Definitions. For the purpose of this article, the following terms shall mean:
1) Motor vehicle is any vehicle which is self-propelled and designed to travel along the
ground or on the water, and shall include, but not be limited to, automobiles, buses,
motorbikes, motorcycles, motor scooters, trucks, tractors, farm machinery, construction
equipment, go-carts, campers and trailers.
2) Junked motor vehicle is any motor vehicle as defined in this section, the
condition of which is wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled, inoperative,
abandoned, or discarded.
B. Storing, parking, or leaving dismantled, or other such motor vehicles prohibited;
declared nuisance; exception. No person shall park, store, leave or permit the parking, storing
or leaving of any motor vehicle of any kind which is in an abandoned, wrecked, dismantled,
inoperative, rusted, junked, or partially dismantled condition, whether attended or not, upon any
private property within the City for a period of time in excess of two (2) weeks. The presence of
such vehicle or parts thereof on private property is hereby declared a public nuisance, which may
be abated as such in accordance with the provisions of this article. This article shall not apply to
any vehicle:
1. Enclosed within a building or obscured from sight by a well-maintained enclosure or
privacy fence not to exceed seven (7) feet in height on private property;
2. any vehicle held in connection with a business enterprise;
3. lawfully licensed by the State and properly operated in the appropriate business zone;
4. pursuant to the zoning laws of the City;
5. any motor vehicle in operable condition specifically adapted or designed for operation
on drag strips or raceways;
6. or any vehicle retained by the owner for antique collection purposes which has affixed
thereto a special license place for historical cars as provided in SDCL 32-5-77 and other
applicable statutes of South Dakota law.
ARTICLE II
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES
Section 1. Notice Procedure
A. Notice to remove. Whenever it comes to the attention of the City, the code enforcement
office, or any of its agents that any nuisance as defined in this section exists in the City of
Geddes, a notice in writing shall be served upon the occupant of the land where the nuisance
exists, or in case there is no such occupant, then upon the owner of the property or his agent,
notifying him of the existence of the nuisance and requesting its removal in the time specified in
this section. In the event neither the owner, nor the occupant of the property can be located, such
notice as required herein shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the property, or upon the
nuisance should it be suitable to do so.
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B. Time allowance for abatement. The City or its representative shall give notice of removal at
least fourteen (14) days before the time of compliance.
C. Contents of notice. The notice shall contain the request for removal within the time specified
in this section, and the notice shall advise that upon failure to comply with the notice to abate,
the City or its designee may commence proceedings to compel the abatement of the nuisance,
with the cost of abatement to be levied against the owner or occupant of the property.
Section 2. Hearing
A. Request for bearing. The person or persons to whom the notices are directed, or their duly
authorized agents, may file a written request for hearing before the governing body of the City of
Geddes within the fourteen day period of compliance for the purpose of defending the charges by
the city. Written requests shall be filed with the Finance Officer, who shall then arrange a
hearing before the governing body for the purpose of determining whether the circumstances
described in the notice of abatement, issued pursuant to Section 1, is a nuisance.
B. Procedure for bearing. Unless otherwise agreed by and between the interested parties, the
hearing shall be held as soon as practicable after the filing of the receipt, and the person or
persons to whom the notices are directed shall be advised of the time and place of said hearing at
least ten (10) days in advance thereof. At any such hearing the city and the person or persons to
whom the notices have been directed may introduce such witnesses and evidence as either party
deems necessary. Based on the evidence presented at the hearing, the governing body will either
affirm the decision of the Code Enforcement officer and order that the nuisance be abated by one
or all of the parties in interest within a period not to exceed fourteen (14) days after the date of
the order of the Councilor reverse the decision of the Code Enforcement officer and dismiss the
proceeding
C. Hearing pursued for condemnation. If the offending owner or occupant shall fail to comply
with the notice toabate the nuisance as provided above, the City may make application to a court
of competent jurisdiction, if necessary, to secure the necessary order to condemn and remove the
offending property subject of the above proceedings.
Authority: SDCL 9-41A-51; See also SDCL 21-35
D. Subject to judicial review. The decision of the City of Geddes may be subject to judicial
review as provided by SDCL 1-26. Notice of appeal must be filed within thirty (30) days of the
notice of the decision by the City has been given.
Section 3. Responsibility for Removal
A. Owner or occupant responsibility to abate. Upon notice
to be heard, the owner or occupant of the property responsible
responsible for the removal, remedy or other course of action
nuisance. In the event of removal and disposition by the City,
liable for the expenses incurred.
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as provided herein and opportunity
for the nuisance shall be
leading to the cessation of said
the owner, or occupant shall be

B. City to remove or ab ate if needed. If no hearing is demanded, or if so ordered by a court,
and the person in violation hereof fails to abate the nuisance within the time set for compliance,
then the City shall remove, or cause the abatement of, and shall have a lien against the real
property upon which the nuisance is situated for all costs, expenses, and fees related to such
abatement.
Authority SDCL 11-4-1
C. Notice of impoundment. Within five (5) days of the removal of such abandoned vehicle or
property of more than slight value, the police department or other agent shall give notice to the
registered owner of same, if known, and also to the owner or occupant of the private property
from which the property was removed, that said property has been impounded and stored for
violation ofthis section. The notice shall give the location of where the vehicle is stored and the
cost incurred by the City for removal.
D. Disposition of impounded property. Upon removing the property under the provisions
herein, the City shall be entitled to dispose of such property as provided by SDCL Chapter 32-30
and any other applicable South Dakota statutes. The proceeds of any such disposal shall first be
applied to the costs incurred in the removal of the property with the balance to be deposited to
the credit of the general fund of the City.
Authority SDCL 34-16-19
Section 4. Expenses made lien.
If any such article of property has been or is kept for sixty (60) days or more without being
claimed, the same may be disposed of by any department. If of no value, or slight value, it may
be destroyed. If the same shall be of slight value but of use to the City it may be turned over to
the proper department and used until claimed, and the charges thereby made a lien thereon shall
be regarded as a sufficient offset to the value of any such use. If such property shall be of more
than slight value it shall be sold by the department ten (10) days after notice of such sale has
been given by one publication in a legal newspaper published in the City, and the City may be a
bidder at such sale. If on such sale an amount is bid in excess of the charges or lien of the City,
such excess shall be deposited to the credit of the general fund of the City.
Authority SDCL 9-27
Section 5: Enforcement
A. Any act or omission made unlawful or prohibited by this Chapter shall be punishable as set
forth in this Article as a separate offense, not withstanding the fact that the person in violation
thereof shall be subj ect to abatement proceedings as provided herein.
B. Each day said nuisance remains unabated, whether or not notice to abate has been given, shall
constitute a separate offense punishable as provided in this Chapter.
C. Any lien against real property authorized by the foregoing provisions shall be collectible as a
special assessment as provided in SDCL Chapter 9-43 and all acts amendatory thereto.
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D. As an alternative to collection by special assessment as provided above, the City may bring an
action for the recovery of its costs, fees, expenses, and disbursements in abating the nuisance
against the owner, or owners, of the affected real property in any court competent to hear the
matter and thereby obtain a judgment and judgment lien therefore. This remedy shall be
construed as an alternative and additional remedy and not required of the City as a condition of
levying a special assessment.
Authority SDCL 9-19-3
ARTICLE III
PENALTIES AND PUNISHMENT
Section 1: Punishment
Any violation of the provisions of this Chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed the
amount designated in SDCL 22-6-2(2), currently set at $500, for each separate offense. Further,
such fines shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of any other, further, additional, or different
remedies available to the City pursuant to these ordinances.
.
Authority SDCL 9-19-3
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CHAPTER 13
OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS

JUNKYARDS

ARTICLE I
AND SECONDHAND

PROVISIONS

DEALERS

Section 1: Junkyards
No building, place, or lot where junk, junked automobiles or farm machinery, or parts thereof, or
other worn-out machinery of any kind are bought, sold, or stored, shall be used, established, or
maintained within the City without special permission having been granted for such purposes, or
uses, by the City Council.
Section 2: Parking of machinery and vehicles
It shall be unlawful for any person to park upon any street, parkway, alley, or public place
between the lot line and middle of the street within the City, any vehicle or machinery kept for
sale or repair for a continuous period exceeding twenty-four (24) hours.
Section 3: Secondhand Stores and Junk Dealers
A. Records. All junk dealers, keepers of secondhand stores and dealers in secondhand goods
within the City, are hereby required to keep a book in a form to be approved by the City, open to
the inspection of the public, in which shall be entered by such dealers or keepers the name and
address of each and every person of whom any article is purchased, or pawned, and the price
paid for the same or the amount loaned on the same, a brief description of the goods purchased
or pawned and the date of such transaction.

ARTICLE II
LITTERING

Section 1: Prohibited
No Person shall dump, deposit, release, drop, throw, discard, leave, cause, or permit the
dumping, depositing, releasing, dropping, throwing, discarding, or leaving of litter upon any
public or private property within the City boundaries unless:
A. The property has been designated by the owner or the City as a disposal for such litter;
or
B. The litter is placed into a receptacle or other container intended by the owner or tenant
in possession for the deposit of litter; or
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C. The person is acting under the direction of a proper public official.
Section 2: Defined
Litter is defined as any discarded, used, or unconsumed substance, or waste, including but not
limited to any paper, cans, bottles, metal, glass, plastic, lawn or garden waste, garbage, trash,
refuse, debris, rubbish, feces, fumiture, petroleum product, carcass of a dead animal, or any
unsightly, offensive, or unsanitary thing, object, matter or material, regardless of size, or
construction.

ARTICLE III
FIRES AND BURNING PROHIBITED

Section 1: Prohibited
It shall unlawful for any person to intentionally bum, set fire to, or otherwise incinerate any
refuse, trees, limbs, leaves, or any other substance within the City limits.

DESTRUCTION

ARTICLE IV
OF OR INTERFERENCE WITH PROPERTY

Section 1: Damage to public property
It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally injure, damage, or destroy public property
without the lawful consent of the City of Geddes.
Section 2: Warning signs
It shall be unlawful for any persons to move, or interfere with, break, destroy, carry away, or in
any manner molest any barricade, waming sign, lantem, torch, or flare used by any persons in
guarding any unsafe or dangerous place. Further, it shall be unlawful for any persons to interfere
with or obstruct any person in carrying out in a lawful manner any contract entered into with the
City for any improvement or public work.
Section 3: Trespass on property
It shall be
telephone
break any
telegraph,

unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously climb any water tower, telegraph,
or electric light pole or post, or in any manner interfere with or injure, damage or
fixture, apparatus, or pipe used in connection with and being a part of any telephone,
electric, water or sewer system in the City.

Section 4: Intentional damage to private property
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It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally injure, damage, or destroy private property in
which other persons have an interest without the consent of the other person.

ARTICLE V
FIREARMS/FIREWORKS

Section 1: Discharge of firearms
It shall be unlawful for any person, other than a law enforcement officer or agent of the city in
the performance of his duties, to discharge or shoot off any gun, pistol, air gun, or other firearm
within the limits of the City, or in any public park belonging to said city, provided that this
section shall not apply to shooting galleries regularly licensed by the City.
Section 2: Fireworks
It shall be unlawful for any person to shoot, discharge, explode, or cause to be shot, discharged
or exploded, any fireworks within the City of Geddes except during the dates and hours which
are set by the City by a resolution duly adopted and passed, at the City's sole discretion.
Section 3: Motor vehicles
It shall be unlawful for the operator of any motor vehicle, whether moving or at rest, to allow or
permit any person in such vehicle to shoot, discharge, or explode any fireworks or other
explosive devices at any time within the City of Geddes. Lack of knowledge of any passengers
intent to shoot, discharge, or explode such fireworks or explosive devises shall not be a defense
or otherwise excuse the operator for any violations hereof.
Section 4: Trespass
It shall be unlawful for any person to shoot, discharge, or explode any fireworks or explosives on
any private property not owned or leased by him or his immediate family members.
Section 5: Liability
Nothing herein shall operate so as to hold the City liable for any injury or damage resulting,
directly or indirectly, from any person shooting, discharging, or exploding fireworks or other
explosive devices in the City; such persons assume the entire risk and liability attendant to such
activity.
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ARTICLE VI
PENALTIES AND PUNISHMENT
Section 1: Punishment
Any violation of the provisions of this Chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed the
amount designated in SDCL 22-6-2(2), currently set at $500, for each separate offense. Further,
such fines shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of any other, further, additional, or different
remedies available to the City pursuant to these ordinances.
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