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           Aktion Club Bake Sale a Success: 

 

Members of the Aktion club held their annual bake 

sale during Chamberlains home coming parade.  

The weather was great, as were the goodies.   A 

record sale was set again this year.  A big thanks to 

everyone that donated items.  The Aktion Club also 

held its annual food drive to benefit the Women’s 

crisis center in Chamberlain. This years events were  

headed up by Jennifer Gibeau.   

       

         New Staff this Quarter: 

Angela Oliver / Nurse, Jessica Rucci / Weekend 

Float,  April Rushing / Sanborn Overnight,  and 

Tasha Taylor/ Float.  Please join me in  welcoming 

our new employees aboard!   

 

Informative Enlightening       Fun 

 

      Merry Christmas Everyone! 

Christmas plans this year at the center will 

consist of a potluck luncheon and games, which 

will be followed by a movie, held at the theater.   

         

Staff will be doing a cookie exchange and can 

also participate in the Secret Santa gift exchange 

again this year. 

           Anniversaries this Quarter:                     
Jan Ausdemore- 21 years, Pat Blum- 31 years, 

Margie Clemens- 2 years, Gary Luke- 1 year, 

Margo Mews- 9 years, Alice Odens- 24 years, 

Molly Odens- 10 years, Stephenie Parker- 10 

years, Penny Peddycoart- 17 years, Kandy Rose- 

2 years, Denise Schooler- 1 year,  Joan Thayer- 4 

years,  Jason Vaverka- 7 years, Juston Wingert- 4 

years.   Your tenure is greatly appreciated! 

 

Pat Blum Celebrates 50 years in Nursing:          

                          

Pat Blum/RN celebrated her 50
th

 year as a nurse 

this past year.  Pat came to Dakota Milestones in 

1980  and said that there were 25 people served 

at the time. Some of them were Sandy Hrabe, 

Tom Kolb, and Jim Zeigler.    Pat received   her 

nursing  degree at  Presentation College  in 

Aberdeen in 1961.  Pat was working at the  

Hospital for $3.26 an hr. (compare that to today’s 

nursing salary)  before coming  to  Dakota 

Milestones.  At the time of her nurse’s training,  

Pat said only 1 day of education on  caring for 

people with disabilities  was  provided, this is 

something  they are working on improving with 

current nurses training.  Pat says she really enjoys 

helping  people  and this  is one of  the  main 

reasons she became a nurse.    

 

A  sign  language  class  was  recently  held  in 

Chamberlain.  The alphabet was taught as well as 

were various words.  There were about 12 to 15 

people from the Chamberlain area that attended.  

It was taught that facial expressions and body 

language are just as important as many of the 

signs themselves in order to give the correct 

meaning to the word.  Can anyone guess what 

the above signs mean? 
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          Employee of the Year: 

                 

Desiree Gunnare, R.S.C. at  Dakota  Milestones was 

awarded  employee of the year  during the annual 

recognition banquet held October 15
th

 at the Americ     

Inn in Chamberlain.  Other people receiving awards 

were Jennifer Gibeau for Simply the Best,  Ronda 

Schelske for 25 years of service, Kim Mines, Mike 

Bravek, Cathy Dozark received  the 20 year award, 

and  Julie Menzie the 15 year service.  Awards were 

also given for 10 as well as 5 years of service.   

                

              Did you know: 

 Clorox and others cleaners may not 

disinfect unless its specifically stated on the 

label, kills 99.9% of germs and viruses! 

 

 According to the U.S. Department of 

Education, workers with disabilities are 

rated consistently as average or above 

average in performance, quality and 

quantity of work, flexibility, and 

attendance. 

Bingo was sponsored by Royal Neighbors: 

Saturday Oct. 22
nd

, an afternoon of bingo was 

enjoyed at the center, with people from all the 

houses attending.  Quarter bingo was played, with 

Vicki calling the numbers.  Everyone  playing  

eventually  won  a quarter.  Afterwards ice cream 

and cookies were served   Thanks to Lois and Mike 

Hrabe, and Madge Steckelberg for hosting an 

afternoon of fun! 

 

Dakota Milestones ties for winning float, 

in Parade of lights: 

 

The day after Thanksgiving the parade of lights 

was held in Chamberlain.  Dakota Milestones 

entered a float dedicated to the 200
th

 Engineer 

Company which is serving in Afghanistan.  The 

float consisted of a Christmas tree with flags, a 

fireplace, and  a rocking chair with Teddy Bears.  

The weather was awesome and the parade 

consisted of many nice floats.  Hats off to the 

Dakota Milestones crew for all their hard work! 

 

        Stop the R-word Website: 

A website dedicated to stopping the use of the 

R-word  (retard) features a short video 

featuring socialite Mumbai Chopra waiting for a 

bus.  One of the people also waiting for the bus 

is a developmentally disabled girl who is being 

taunted and is called the R-word by other girls 

her age.  This is where Socialite Mumbai Chopra 

steps in to defend the girl.  This is a pretty cool 

video, check it out at: 

www.mumbaichopra.com/video_popout.p

hp?videoid=34 

Green Star Symposium  is held in               

Sioux Falls: 

October 27
th

, Jennifer Gibeau and Matt Mines 

attended the Green Star Symposium sponsored 

by Achieve of Sioux Falls, (host of Simply the 

Best conference this year).  Speakers were 

Diane Ludgate-Love, Ph.D. speaker of  “What 

Smart Leaders Do”.  She stated  Up to 40% of 

an organization’s success or failure can be 

attributed to its leadership. In order to increase 

success, organizations need to increase the 

quality of their leadership and  also discussed 

the five qualities all Smart  leaders have in 

common.  

 The Featured Speaker was Rachel Simon, 

author of the National Best Seller “Riding the 

Bus with my Sister”, which  aired  on CBS and 

most recently the Hallmark Channel.   
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